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  FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

 

We are pleased to present the latest edition of the 

commercial newsletter covering important developments in India 

and Germany. 

 On 05th January 2022, Prime Minister Mr. Narendra 

Modi had a telephone call with the Federal Chancellor of Germany, 

H.E. Olaf Scholz. They discussed the potential of ongoing 

cooperation initiatives, including boosting investment and trade 

ties and expressed hope to launch new cooperation initiatives in 

the fields of climate protection and green energy to enable both 

countries to meet their respective climate targets. 

Hon’ble Prime Minister also delivered the ‘State of the 

World’ special address at the World Economic Forum’s Davos 

Agenda and emphasized on progress made and initiatives taken by  

India. He also hosted the first India-Central Asia Summit in virtual 

format, which was attended by Presidents of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 

and Republic of Uzbekistan. 

During the month of January 2022, the Federal 

Government of Germany also announced two legislative packages 

focusing on expanding renewables capacity, with the aim of 

doubling their share in the energy mix to 80 percent by 2030. 

The newsletter also includes interview with Mr. 

Sebastian van Deel, Head of Digitalization, Industry and 

International Division, IHK North-West Westphalia, where he 

speaks about his experiences with Indian companies and strengths 

of the NRW region.  

In addition, as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav 

celebrations, our guest for the series “Indian Achievers”  Mr. Mukul 

Dhyani, Senior Vice President and Business Head for Continental 

Europe, Tech Mahindra has shared his views on potential areas of 

collaboration between India and Germany in IT sector. 

 
We welcome your feedback which may be sent via email on 
com1.frankfurt@mea.gov.in. 
 

Yours Sincerely 
 Amit Telang 
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2 DEVELOPMENTS IN GERMANY  

The German Federal Government plans new measures to reduce emissions and 
increase renewable energy 

Federal Minister for Economic Affairs and Climate Action, Mr. Robert Habeck announced the 
plans to give a boost to the country’s efforts to cut down emissions. There are plans to put forward 
two legislative packages - one in April, the other by the summer - that will come into effect by 2023. 
The objective of these packages is to ensure that the 2030 targets are met.  

The new measures focus on expanding renewables capacity, with the aim of doubling their 
share in the energy mix to 80 percent by 2030. A revision of the renewable energy law will increase 
the tender volumes for wind and solar projects. Also a "solar acceleration package" will make it 
mandatory for all new commercial builds to have solar panels and a "wind-on-land law" will 
earmark 2 percent of Germany's territory for wind energy. 

A heating strategy will support a 2030 goal to source 50 percent of heating-related energy in 
a climate-neutral way, while a revision of the building energy law will bring it in line with the ruling 
coalition's target of requiring new home heating systems to effectively run on at least 65 percent 
renewables from 2025. 

To ease the burden on households, the renewable energy surcharge will shift from electricity 
bills to the federal budget. 

 

Source: https://www.politico.eu/ 

 

 

 

 

The Forschungszentrum Jülich launches the Europe’s First Quantum Computer 

  A quantum annealer with more than 5,000 qubits has been put into operation at 
Forschungszentrum Jülich. The Jülich Supercomputing Centre (JSC) and D-Wave Systems together  
launched the company’s first cloud-based quantum service outside North America. The new system 
is located at Jülich and will work closely with the supercomputers at JSC in future. The annealing 
quantum computer is part of the Jülich UNified Infrastructure for Quantum computing (JUNIQ), 
which was established in autumn 2019 to provide researchers in Germany and Europe with access to 
various quantum systems.  

The state government of NRW and the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 
are each providing € 5 million in funding to support the establishment of JUNIQ. 

 

Source: https://www.fz-juelich.de/ 
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 DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivers  ‘State of the World’ special address at 
WEF’s Davos Agenda 
 

 
 

 

Few excerpts from Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s address are: 

• Today India is the world's third largest pharma producer; it’s a pharmacy to the world. Today, 

India is among those countries of the world whose health professionals and doctors are 

winning everyone's trust through their sensitivity and expertise. 

• Today India has the third largest number of Unicorns in the world. More than 10 thousand 

start-ups have been registered in the last 6 months. Today India has a huge, secure and 

successful digital payments platform.  

• India is promoting Ease of Doing Business, minimizing government interference. India has 

made its corporate tax the most competitive in the world by simplifying and reducing it. India 

has also deregulated many sectors like Drones, Space, Geo-spatial mapping.  

• While following the path of self-reliance, India's focus is not only on easing the processes, but 

also on incentivizing investment and production. With this approach, today, Production 

Linked Incentive schemes worth $26 billion have been implemented in 14 sectors. 

For more information, click here 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi delivering special address at 
Davos Agenda 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
delivered the ‘State of the World’ special address 
at the World Economic Forum’s Davos Agenda. 
During his address, he spoke about various 
aspects including the vaccine manufacturing in 
India, ease of doing business, infrastruture 
projects in India and production linked incentives.  
 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi speaks on phone with the Federal Chancellor of 
Germany, His Excellency Olaf Scholz 
 

  
 

The two leaders agreed that there was significant synergy in the governance priorities 
announced by the new German Government and India's own economic vision.  
       

 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi 
congratulated H.E. Scholz on his appointment 
as Chancellor. He expressed his appreciation 
for the immense contribution of former 
Chancellor H.E. Angela Merkel in strengthening 
the India-Germany Strategic Partnership, and 
looked forward to continuing this positive 
momentum under the leadership of H.E. Sholz. 
 

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetail.aspx?PRID=1790615
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Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi hosts the first India-Central Asia Summit 

 

 
 
 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi hosted the first India-Central Asia Summit in virtual format 

which was attended by Presidents of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Republic of Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan and Republic of Uzbekistan. This first India-Central Asia coincided with the 30th 

anniversary of establishment of diplomatic relations between India and Central Asian countries. 

 

The Leaders discussed far-reaching proposals to further cooperation in areas of trade and 

connectivity, development cooperation, defence and security and, in particular, on cultural and people 

to people contacts. These included a Round-Table on Energy and Connectivity; Joint Working Groups at 

senior official level on Afghanistan and use of Chabahar Port; showcasing of Buddhist exhibitions in 

Central Asian countries and commissioning of an India-Central Asia dictionary of common words, joint 

counter-terrorism exercises, visit of 100 member youth delegation annually from Central Asian countries 

to India and special courses for Central Asian diplomats. 

 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN INDIA 3.2 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi addressing the first India-Central Asia Summit 
 

Republic of India and United Kingdom launched negotiations for a Free Trade 
Agreement 
 

The Republic of India and United Kingdom have formally launched negotiations for a Free Trade 
Agreement between the two countries.   

 
The India-UK bilateral trading relationship is already significant, and both sides have agreed to 

double that bilateral trade by 2030, as part of Roadmap 2030 announced by the Prime Minister Shri 
Narendra Modi and Prime Minister Mr. Boris Johnson in May 2021. India and the UK will seek to agree 
a mutually beneficial agreement supporting jobs, businesses and communities in both countries. 

 
During negotiations, and on the path to a comprehensive agreement, both Governments will 

consider the option of an Interim Agreement that generates early benefits for both countries. 
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Mr. Sebastian van Deel, Head of Digitalization, Industry and International Division, IHK 
North-West Westphalia 
 

     

 

 

Interview 

1) What services does IHK Nord Westfalen offer to the companies interested in investing in the 
region? 

  
The Chamber of Commerce and Industry North Westphalia (IHK Nord Westfalen) maintains a broad 

network, e.g. to local business development institutions, industrial associations among others in the region 
and beyond. This network is also open for companies willing to settle in the chamber’s district. In addition, 
the IHK can advise the investor on possible support measures as part of our financing consultation. The 
entire service program of the Chamber is available to all companies in the district. 
 

2) What are the economic strengths of the region under IHK Nord Westfalen? 
  

With around 150,000 member companies, the IHK Nord Westfalen is one of the largest Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry in Germany. Our mostly medium-sized companies generate a gross domestic 
product of more than 90 billion euros per year, which is far larger than the overall GDP of the Republic of 
Bulgaria. The medium-sized structured economy in the region makes it possible for foreign investors to 
benefit immediately from the economic dynamism and growth. The district’s strongest industry sectors are 
the chemical industry, mechanical engineering and the textile industry. Furthermore, the energy sector, 
with a focus on batteries and hydrogen, is also becoming increasingly important in our region. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 

 
Mr. Sebastian van Deel founded his first e-commerce and 

online marketing start-up in Münster in 1999 and has been a 
shareholder for over 15 years. After studying information 
management in Cologne and gaining professional experience in 
the USA and UK, Mr. van Deel worked as a management consultant 
for BearingPoint between 2007 and 2019 in federal and state 
eGovernment projects. Since 2019, Mr. van Deel has been Head of 
Digitization, Industry and International for the North Westphalia 
Chamber of Industry and Commerce in Münster, where he focuses 
on topics such as smart factory, battery development and 
hydrogen as well as cyber security and trade relations to north 
Europe. 

 
 
 
 

Mr. Sebastian van Deel, Head of 
Digitalization, Industry and International 

Division, IHK North-West Westphalia 
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      3)  What has your experience been with the Indian companies? 

  
India is certainly one of the world's most important markets for companies from the North 

Westphalia region, both in terms of imports and exports. Several companies have branches in India or 
have primary products manufactured in India. But beyond that, India as a sales market also plays an 
important role for many industries. 

  
         4) Are there any sectors which you are currently focusing upon? What could be the potential  
areas in which India and Germany could collaborate in the future? 

  
A new research facility for battery production will be set up in Münster in order to make the 

production of new battery technologies more efficient and cheaper. The Fraunhofer Research Institution 
for Battery Cell Production FFB provides an infrastructure in which small and medium-sized companies, 
but also large companies and research institutions can test, implement and optimize the series 
production of new batteries. We are also working closely with the FFB to set up an international battery 
network. In addition, the energy supply of the manufacturing companies in our region is one of our main 
focus topics. With regard to this, hydrogen will play a prominent role in the future. 

  
 

4.2 INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
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INTERVIEW OF THE MONTH 
  

Mr. Mukul Dhyani, Senior Vice President and Business Head for Continental Europe, Tech 
Mahindra 
 

   

   

 
 
He brings in extensive consultative experience creating successful transformations for customers 

across Design thinking, Digital transformation, IOT & AI including Customer experience strategy to Cost out 
strategies. Mis frequent speaker in several industry forums and is also on advisory board of successful 
startups in Enterprise tech 

Interview 

1) What services/products does Tech Mahindra offer? 
 
Tech Mahindra a leading provider of digital transformation, consulting, and business re-engineering 

services & solutions. Tech Mahindra offers innovative and customer-centric digital experiences, enabling 
enterprises, associates and the society to Rise. We are a USD 5.1 billion organization with 145,000+ 
professionals across 90 countries helping 1191 global customers, including Fortune 500 companies. We are 
focused on leveraging next-generation technologies including 5G, Blockchain, Quantum Computing, 
Cybersecurity, Artificial Intelligence, and more, to enable end-to-end digital transformation for global 
customers. Tech Mahindra is the only Indian company in the world to receive the HRH The Prince of Wales’ 
Terra Carta Seal for its commitment to creating a sustainable future. We are the fastest growing brand in 
‘brand strength’ and amongst the top 7 IT brands globally. With the NXT.NOW™ framework, Tech Mahindra 
aims to enhance ‘Human Centric Experience’ for our ecosystem and drive collaborative disruption with 
synergies arising from a robust portfolio of companies. Tech Mahindra aims at delivering tomorrow’s 
experiences today, and believes that the ‘Future is Now’. 

 
We are part of the Mahindra Group, founded in 1945, one of the largest and most admired 

multinational federation of companies with 260,000 employees in over 100 countries. It enjoys a leadership 
position in farm equipment, utility vehicles, information technology and financial services in India and is the 
world’s largest tractor company by volume. It has a strong presence in renewable energy, agriculture, 
logistics, hospitality and real estate.  

   

 

5 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Mr. Mukul Dhyani is Senior Vice President and Business Head for 
Continental Europe at Tech Mahindra. He has over 21 years of business 
consulting and management experience spanning across 5 European countries 
and has also worked briefly in Singapore and the US. He is an expert in finding 
the best technologies for solving business problems and opening up new growth 
opportunities for large multinational customers. Prior to joining Tech Mahindra, 
he was part of the Leadership at Wipro & Infosys managing their business in 
Central Europe, USA and has held regional management positions in these firms, 
where he helped set up and scale key operations for in Central & Eastern Europe. 

  
He has been a member of the IT Advisory council of some Fortune 500 

companies and has supported them in regard to digitization, automation and IT 
roadmap development. He has also successfully lead several large cost out and 
transformation programs of over 500 million USD for private equity firms. In the 
past, he helped set up nearshore engineering and application services centers in 
Romania and Poland, and has lead acquisitions and later integrations in Germany 
& Switzerland.  
 

Mr. Mukul Dhyani, Senior Vice 
President and Business Head for 

Continental Europe, Tech 
Mahindra 
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The Mahindra Group has a clear focus on leading ESG globally, enabling rural prosperity and 
enhancing urban living, with a goal to drive positive change in the lives of communities and stakeholders 
to enable them to Rise. 
        
  2) What do you think could be the future developments in the Technology industry? 
 

Technology is changing at a very fast pace today. In the last two years alone, despite disruptions 
due to Covid, we have witnessed evolution of technology in an exponential way. Digitization has changed 
the way we interact with people or devices.  
 

Pandemic has accelerated the need for businesses to transform faster and adopt tech innovations. 
Consumer behavior has changed drastically and is unlikely to go back to its previous state. Consumers have 
attuned their behaviors across entertainment, health, shopping, and work life. Some of the significant 
examples are the widespread acceptance of QR codes, video communication and other collaborative 
methods adopted in their everyday life. 
 

Digital transformation by combining different technologies (e.g. cloud technologies, sensors, big 
data, 3D printing) paves way for unforeseen possibilities for organizations and offers them potential to 
create new products, services and business models. By using technologies like automation, data analytics 
and blockchain, businesses can redefine the parameters of their business process and make them more 
efficient.  
 

Key technology areas we see in the future are: 
1. Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning 
2. Edge Computing 
3. Quantum Computing 
4. Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality (advent of Metaverse) 
5. Blockchain 
6. Internet of Things (IoT) 
7. 5G2 
8. Cyber Security 

 
        3) You have extensive experience of working and living across Europe and have seen the  
Information Technology Industry evolve over last two decades. Please can you describe your experience 
and how you see this in context of Germany?  
 

In the last two decades, we have seen information technology transform from being an enabler for 
the business to a revenue generator. It has become an integral part of business growth and 
transformation. We have also seen technology change from legacy mainframes to distributed computing 
and now Cloud. Europe has traditionally adopted these technologies with caution and key concerns around 
data privacy (GDPR) and cybersecurity. However, technology now allows us to address these concerns 
through well-defined solutions.   

 
 
 

5.2 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
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5.3 INDIAN ACHIEVERS IN GERMANY 
 

Digital technologies also provide connectedness and efficiency. They empower employees and 
organizations to thrive in a world where technology is increasingly prevalent. By 2022 digital roles are 
expected to grow by over 25% and will be able to provide several employment opportunities globally. 

 
Germany is the largest economy in Europe and its IT market is expected to record a value of US$129 

billion in 2025. Germany has been perceived as a leader in digital and technological spheres not only in 
Europe but worldwide. In Germany, the IT sector is growing through a remarkable process. Companies in 
the IT sector are continuously innovating with their products in order to attract customers using digital 
technologies. 

 
Key factors such as a growth in cloud computing, cybersecurity, demand for big data, digital 

payments rise in number of software and IT services companies and rapid urbanization is set to drive the 
growth of the market. Germany is a manufacturing economy driven by its world famous Mittelstand 
industry. Success of this segment is important and key to the economy growth. Technology is playing a key 
role here. Adoption of internet of thing (IoT), OT-IT integration (Operations and Information technology) 
is driving some of the solutions & helping organization produce faster and with better efficiency & costs.  

 
However, the market growth could be challenged by a shortage of skilled IT workforce and new 

security threats. At Tech Mahindra, we are helping bridge this gap. With a committed workforce across 
Europe and in Germany, we deliver high quality technology solutions to our customers. Some of the 
marquee & leading Manufacturing, Automotive and BFSI customers work with us. 
 
       4) What would your advice be to those planning to make a career in Germany? 
 

To fuel the growth in the coming years, Germany needs talent and a significant part of this will be 
in the knowledge economy. I would suggest people planning a career in Germany to invest in education in 
technology or consider doing their research or masters in Information Technology. Berlin is clearly 
emerging as a start-up hub & a truly multicultural city. It would soon compete with the leading technology 
hubs around the world. I would also strongly suggest to learn German as a language. 
 
        5) What could be potential areas for Indo-German collaboration in the IT sector? 

 
The relationship between India and Germany has flourished in the last decade. This is evident in 

the number of travelers between the two countries and the increase in bi-lateral trades. I see significant 
collaboration in the space of Industry 4.0, 5G, Artificial Intelligence & overall in the space of Digital 
Transformation.  
 

Germany as a leader in manufacturing and export of machine tools, it has a leading position in the 
development and deployment of these concepts and technology. However, an employee strength of less 
than a million people in IT sector is not enough. It needs more professionals to expand on these 
possibilities. India, as a global leader in IT can support this growth and immediate requirements. 
Furthermore, India will also benefit with the technology advancements and R&D in machine tools that 
Germany can offer. 
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Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with Hon’ble MP Dr. Joe Weingarten and the representatives of BVMW 

Consul General with Hon‘ble Mayors of 
Kelsterbach and Raunheim 

Consul General Dr. Amit Telang with 
Mayor Dr. Thomas Stöhr during the visit to 

the city library of Bad Vilbel 
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THANK YOU 


